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in its favour. Weak as we have been and possibly still are, there
is need for us not to divert our attention from the path of suffer-
ing. Yet I feel that the mention in the manner made in the reso-
lution was inevitable. We must know and confess our weakness
and we must act, too, in anticipation of becoming strong. I should
not be surprised if we have many truces and settlements and
several abortions before we come to the end. A true soldier takes
life and things philosophically. He is unattached to results. His is to
work with all his might, treating suffering arid rest alike. His rest
is but a preparation for greater suffering if need be. We must
develop the faculty of suffering without the atmosphere of excite-
ment. Voluntary suffering being a new experience, there is a feel-
ing that if the excitement of the moment subsides, we may not
respond to a fresh dose of repression, whereas permanent readi-
ness to suffer is a,n essential condition of swaraj. Does not Eng-
land provide for a permanent armament in order to keep herself
immune from attack? No doubt it is mad, it is suicidal and it
amounts to a denial of Gocl and His justice. But she cannot do
otherwise so long as she considers it necessary to impose her com-
merce and to prey upon other nations. She wishes to be feared
by the nations of the earth and has to pay heavily for it. India,
I hope, wishes to be loved by them and, therefore, must depend
upon perpetual readiness to suffer for her freedom. We have in-
voluntarily suffered so long that it is difficult for us even to
imagine that we can do without it. Let us transmute the unwilling-
ness into willingness to suffer and we are protected against a com-
bination of all the nations of the earth. Anyway that is the course
India has chosen, and as soon as it becomes an established fact
that our capacity to suffer has become normal, we are altogether
a free nation. When we have attained that state we shall approach
conferences and settlements without misgiving and with perfect
equanimity.
Rajagopalachari's reference to the now human treatment of
Moplah prisoners has a lesson for us. Many of us will have to die
before we are free from our prolonged political asphyxiation which
is worse than the physical asphyxiation of Mopluhs although it so
shocked our humanitarian instinct. The Moplahs who died in that
death wagon will not have to answer before God for unmanliness,
if they were, as many must have been, innocent prisoners. Not so
with us who knowingly and weakly submit to political degradation.
I trust that the Moderate friends who see Rajagopalachari's
letters will not mind his friendly hits at them. The letters were
not meant for publication. They were naturally written, without